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AUSTIN BEUTNER UPDATE TO THE SCHOOL COMMUNITY 
AS PREPARED FOR DELIVERY – JUNE 14, 2021 

Good morning. I’m Austin Beutner, Superintendent of the Los Angeles Unified School 
District. 
  
Today, we’ll celebrate graduations and culminations when students as well as a few of 
my colleagues embark on the next step in their journey. We’ll share an exciting new 
opportunity for students we’re creating with Jimmy Iovine, Andre Young and USC, and 
talk about the work in schools which lies ahead to help students on their path to 
recovery. 
  
Last week, thousands of students together with their families celebrated completion of 
kindergarten, elementary and middle school as well as graduation from high school and 
our Adult Schools. The last few semesters of school weren’t something that any of us 
could have predicted or any of us would have chosen. Because of the pandemic, all in 
the school community have had to deal with significant challenges, not only in the 
transition to online learning, but also involving their health and well-being. 
  
During this crisis, we have seen the importance of persistence. Students and staff have 
continued to show up, to work hard and to move forward. And we could not be more 
proud. 
 
The pandemic we are living through has brought many changes to the world around us, 
some of which will prove to be short-lived and some of which may endure for years to 
come. 
 
On the bright side, technologies including powerful personal computers and 
smartphones, access to a world of information on the internet, together with widely 
available high-speed internet access, cloud computing and communications tools have 
made it possible for many to work from home and for students to continue to learn even 
when they aren’t in the same classroom. This would not have been possible even a few 
years ago.  
 
On the other hand, people who are essential workers including those for whom work is 
essential to keep a roof over their head and provide food for their family have been 
hardest hit during this crisis. They can’t work from home and as a consequence, they 
have had more exposure to the virus and their families have suffered higher rates of job 
loss, illness and death. Many continue to face housing and food insecurity while 
homelessness is on the rise. 
 
This is where the Class of 2021 comes in. They embark on the next chapter of their 
journey at a remarkable point in time. Society is in desperate need of solutions to 
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pressing problems like homelessness and income inequality and we’re counting on our 
graduates to find answers and turn them into reality.  
 
The education students have received provides them with the foundation to think 
critically about issues and develop real solutions. A belief in oneself will give students 
the confidence to get engaged and advocate for change. And the commitment students 
have shown during these most challenging of times is proof that they can and will do 
what’s necessary to complete the job. 
  
Please listen to the Class of 2021 as they talk about their school experience and what 
graduation means to them. 
 
Learning is a lifelong endeavor and I want to recognize my colleagues who participated 
in training to help identify implicit bias and implement strategies to address this on their 
campuses. Dr. Shaun Harper, the founder of the Race & Equity Center at USC, and I 
visited with school leaders who learned how to look at data to identify racial inequities, 
lead conversations about racism in schools and cultivate better relationships with 
families and communities of color. Please listen as they share a bit of what they 
learned.  
 
Thousands of students completed another chapter in the nation-leading music program 
we have created with Fender Guitar. Students and their teachers joined together to 
share their music and hear from a few special guests. Please enjoy a bit of the 
celebration.  
 
I also want to acknowledge two very special graduates of Los Angeles Unified’s 
Program for Accelerated College Education. In addition to putting in long days at work, 
food service workers Anne Morris and Alfredo Campos continued their education and 
earned their college degrees in Hospitality Management last month. Annie said that 
earning her degree wouldn’t have been possible without the PACE program which 
allowed her to juggle work, school, and caregiving simultaneously. Congratulations, 
Annie and Freddie. We are proud of your work on behalf of students and we are proud 
of your efforts to invest in yourself by continuing your education. 
 
I also want to congratulate María Fraga and the nearly 900 adult learners who earned 
their diploma this year in our Adult Schools. Maria initially enrolled in Evans Adult 
School’s English-language program, then took additional courses she needed to 
graduate. She wrote me a note about the teachers who gave her help when she needed 
it and inspired her to continue her education. She said and I quote, “Thank you so much 
from the bottom of my heart to Evans Adult School and its staff.” She continued, “I'm 
leaving this wonderful school with great memories where I met wise professors and nice 
people from around the world.” Well done, Maria, we’re proud of you. 
 
On Thursday, June 17, Los Angeles Unified will hold a job fair in collaboration with 
Amazon and other businesses who are part of the Los Angeles area Chamber of 
Commerce. Graduates from the Class of 2021 and others are welcome to join this event 
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to find out about exciting job opportunities in Los Angeles Unified and in the Greater Los 
Angeles area. 
 
State-of-the-art, more inclusive approaches are helping prepare future graduates for 
21st century careers. The USC Jimmy Iovine and Andre “Dre” Young Academy is 
helping Los Angeles Unified create a new high school that will integrate design, 
technology and entrepreneurship into the curriculum.  
 
The school will open in the Fall of 2022 on the Audubon Middle School campus in South 
Los Angeles. 
  
This partnership with Jimmy, Dr. Dre and USC will help open the doors of opportunity 
for students, in particular Black and Latino children, from communities which have 
historically been underserved. Much like the work of the Iovine Young Academy at USC, 
this effort will help develop the next generation of entrepreneurs and innovators. 
  
The school builds on the groundbreaking approach of the USC Jimmy Iovine and Andre 
Young Academy, which focuses on the intersection of arts and design, engineering and 
computer science, business and venture management and communication. Since it was 
established in 2013, Academy graduates are on the rosters of companies such as 
Apple, Google, Dreamworks and Sony – as well as leading their own startups. 
  
As we finish the school year, Los Angeles Unified is well on the path to recovery with 
safe school environments, record amounts of school funding, renewed trust and 
collaboration with the families we serve and a demonstrated ability to help students 
achieve dramatically better outcomes in school. 
  
As I have shared with you over the past several weeks, when the new school year starts 
this August, all schools in Los Angeles Unified will offer full day, in-person instruction, 5 
days a week. 
  
Our goal is to provide the best possible education for students in the safest possible 
environment and we’re giving schools the resources they need to make this happen. 
Elementary schools will add reading and math teachers to help students build a 
foundation in literacy, math and critical-thinking skills. Secondary schools will have more 
teachers to provide individualized instruction and reduce class sizes. Children will 
benefit from additional mental health services in schools while students with learning 
differences and disabilities will receive more direct support. Schools will be cleaner and 
safer with an increase in custodial staff. For the first time in decades, there is sufficient 
funding to do all of this. 
  
In addition, we will not be displacing any teachers at school sites this coming year. 
Teachers will be able to remain at their current schools, and students, school staff, and 
families will all benefit. This continuity will help reinforce a sense of community at 
schools while providing the best possible academic foundation for students. 
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We have agreements in place with all of our labor partners for the 2021-2022 school 
year which reflect a renewed sense of trust and collaboration to help in the work that 
lies ahead. 
 
What my 86,000 hard-working colleagues have accomplished this past year is truly 
remarkable and is setting a new standard for school districts across the country. There's 
a pattern that’s emerged during this crisis -- ideas that are born and bred in Los Angeles 
Unified are becoming a model for the nation. I rather like the sound of that. 
  
I plan to share highlights of our work in my State of Schools Address, tomorrow, June 
15th, at the Hollywood Bowl. The event will also be available on KLCS and Los Angeles 
Unified’s website later in the week. I hope you can join us as we recognize and 
celebrate the work of everyone who has worked tirelessly during this crisis to make sure 
students get the best possible education. 
 
The future of our community, our state and our nation is in our public schools. And I’m 
pleased to say the future looks very bright. I look forward to great things yet to come in 
the months and years which lie ahead. 
 
Thank you for your continued patience and support. 
 


